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MOTIVATIONS FOR SOUL WINNING.
                       ( 2 Cor:5.)
Apostle Paul had many reasons to quit. But he did not. He faced lots of Criticisms, opposition and slander from with in the church, especially from the Corinthian Christians. Persecution from outside was also severe. Physical sufferings were many including shipwreck, stoning and imprisonment. Mental agony was acute often because of his burden for the churches that he planted and nurtured. 

 Let us look  at some of the exciting , inspiring motivations found 2 Corinthian Chapter 5   that made him stead fast in serving God and His Church:-

1: Stewardship of my body: vv: 1-8.
Please notice the repetition of ‘the body’ or ‘our earthly tabernacle’. My body is a precious gift from God. God is the owner of my body. I am only a keeper of this body.

I am a steward .It is my duty to employ this body for the expansion of God’s kingdom and for His glory.Apostle Paul in 2 Cor: 4:7 talks of this body as ‘earthen vessel’ in which the glorious Gospel is give as a ‘treasure’. To shed the gospel light to the world around us, we may have to allow our ‘earthen vessels’ be broken. Several times Apostle Paul talked about his ministry involvement at the cost of his physical afflictions.  He was beaten and stoned at times. He was in ship wreck and endured sleepless nights. He was imprisoned and had fetters around his feet. Bible commentators say that he had a frail body because of ill health and sickness. He was in groans and pains often because of physical ailments like stomach disorder, malaria fever and bad eye. 
Though we have pain, sickness, groaning and decay my body is given to me by the Lord.

We have the hope of resurrection and glory. Now we must employ our bodies for traveling for Him, speaking for Him and suffering for Him. Our life in this body is only for a brief time. A time will come we will not be able to pack and unpack, travel and preach, suffer and sacrifice for God and the Gospel. We will become old or sickly. We will long for the healthy days again. So, invest your bodies for the Evangelization of the World while you are healthy and able. 
Once I was packing things and preparing for a Gospel trip to the hills. My dad who was in his eighties saw my preparation. He was a man who traveled many miles and spent five decades in preaching the Gospel in South India. He said to me, “Son, how I desire to pack again like you and go to preach the Gospel where the Name of Jesus is not heard! I desire to travel and edify the saints of God. I am now unable because of my age and its ailments. I am glad you are still young and strong. You can go where I cannot go. You are blessed. Keep on serving the Lord as a good soldier. Do not slow down.”
I was deeply moved and immensely challenged by those words. I paused for a moment and thanked my God for giving me good health. I rededicated my life to carry the Gospel to the ends of the earth as long as I live. 

Dear brother, please take time each morning to look into the mirror and see your healthy body. Please take time to thank God for the good hands and feet God gave you. Please thank Him for the for your ability to see, hear and speak. Re-dedicate your whole body as the vehicle for the Gospel. Commit your mouth to declare the Gospel. Surrender your body to demonstrate the Gospel through your life.
2: Pleasure of my God: v: 9
“So we make it our goal to please Him, whether we are at home in the body or at home with the Lord” (NIV).
Sharing the Gospel to others is the pleasure of my God. When we suffer and lay down our lives for the Gospel spreading, that brings joy to our God in Heaven. 
That is exactly what we see after the baptism of Jesus Christ in the river Jordan at the hands of John the Baptist. When Jesus came out of the water, “And lo a voice was heard from heaven saying, this is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased”. (Matt: 3:17). In baptism Jesus declared symbolically his readiness to die on the cross, be buried in the grave and be resurrected on the third day. This act of submitting himself to the sacrifice that atones for the sins of man did please God. 
Again on Mount Harmon Jesus transfigured Himself before his three disciples, Peter, James and John. Moses and Elijah also came down to be present there. At him close of this incident, God announced from heaven, “This is my son whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him” (Matt: 17: 5). Why was God pleased? That was because of the commitment of Christ to suffer and die on the cross for the salvation of man. Luk: 9:31 makes it very clear. The subject Jesus discussed with Elijah and Moses was his imminent sacrifice on the cross of Calvary for the redemption of man.
Beloved, salvation of sinful man is dearest to the heart of God. It is to this God has sent us into the world. (Matt: 28:18-20). When we spread the Gospel of salvation by our life and lips, God is pleased. There is great joy in heaven when a sinner enters the kingdom of God. Therefore brethren, let us live for the pleasure of our God by witnessing and winning souls for Christ.
3: Rewards at the return of Christ. v: 10.

“ For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive  that is due for him for the things done  while in the body, whether good or bad”. Please refer Rom: 14:10 also. Apostle Paul tells that all believers will have to stand before the judgment seat of Jesus Christ. Note the phrase, “we must all”. That includes Paul also. 

This is not the great white throne judgment for sinners, mentioned in Rev: 20:11-15. This judgment is of born again a child of God and it is called the “judgment seat of Christ”.

This judgment is not for any punishment. This is for the distribution of rewards to the children of God. Rewards are given for different works and victories of God’s people. This place is called the ‘BEMA’ where the winners in different competitions are given acknowledgement and awards. 
 At this judgment seat of Christ there will be special rewards for soul winners. That is the crown of rejoicing we read in 1 Thess: 2: 19&20, “For what is our hope, our joy or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when He comes? Is it not you? Indeed you are our glory and joy”.

It is a heart thrilling truth to know that we will see all the precious souls whom we have brought to the Lord through our witnessing. This is blessed thought that we will see many saints that were saved because we have supported missionaries to carry the Gospel to them. This is inspiring. Beloved, let us keep on declaring the Gospel of Christ to others.
4: Torments of Hell Fire. v.11.
“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men.” (KJV)
Bible speaks clearly about eternal judgment of sinners in the lake of fire. That is called hell, a place of fire, bitter memory and torment. It is also known as the outer darkness and the bottomless pit. 
Immediately after death, the sinner (his soul) goes to the place of torment which is called    ‘Hades’. This is stated in the story of Rich man and Lazarus. (Luk: 16:19-31). The word used here for that place is ‘hell’, in KJV &NIV. This is a place of fire. This is a place of thirst, bitter memory and torment. Somebody may ask, “How can there be pain, torment and thirst without body?” The medical science has already proved that there is a pain called ‘phantom pain’. That is the feeling of severe pain in our minds for the portion of the body that is already cut off or removed by accident or amputation. This is the type of torment we read about the rich man. He was thirsty and longed for a drop of water. He could speak and he cried to father Abraham. He could see father Abraham and Lazarus sitting in his bosom. Abraham said, “My son remember”. Rich man had sharp memories of this sins he committed and the opportunities he misused. He wanted to forget but he could not. He pleaded to Abraham to send Lazarus to witness to his 5 brothers on earth.
He did not want them to come to this place of torment. He became a praying man for missionaries. But that was too late.

But this is not the end or climax of the sufferings of sinners. In the second resurrection is for sinners. This will take place and all the sinners will stand before the white throne having their bodies. (Rev: 20:11-15). Man has committed sins in his whole entity – body, soul and spirit. Therefore, the righteous judge Jesus Christ will cast them into the lake of fire. This is the eternal lake of fire. This is like a transfer of the criminal from temporary lock up to the permanent jail. This is a promotion for sinners from Hades to Hell. In Hades they did not have bodies. In hell they have their bodies. In this place of literal fire there is weeping and gnashing of teeth for ever. This is called the ‘lake of fire’ because of the fire in liquid form in all its severe heat. It is called the bottomless pit because of the unending feeling of continuous falling. O, imagine that terrible feeling. It is like the aircraft falling in air pockets. But those fallings are but for a moment or few seconds. But this terrible feeling of falling is for eternity. Hell is called ‘outer darkness’ because the horrible fire is thick black. This is the eternal separation from God and heaven. 

Unfortunately there are some liberal Christians who cannot take the Word of God just as it is. They deny the reality of literal hell. There are cults like Jehovah Witness and Seventh Day Adventists who deny the existence of eternal hell. Seventh Day Adventists hold the heretic view that sinners cease to exist (they are extinct) because they are destroyed for ever.
I do remember the story of a mad man who walked around with a jug of water in one hand and a flash light in the other. To those who asked him what he was doing, he would reply, “I am going to burn down heaven with my flash light and put out the fire in hell”.
This is impossible. But a lunatic thinks it is possible. So also are these cults and liberals and the teachers that are teaching these heresies in some seminaries.

Beloved, if you believe in a literal hell and eternal judgment of sinners, you will not be able to keep silent. You will declare the Gospel to sinners and you will be ready to face all sufferings to somehow pull out these helpless sinners that are heading to eternal fire.
5: Love of Christ v.14. 
“For Christ’s love compels us...” says Paul. (NIV). “Love of Christ constraints us...” reads in KJV. 

It is true that our love to sinners should compel us to stop them from going to hell. But sadly, our love is constantly fluctuating. Some time we are ‘hot’ in our love and other times ‘cold’. So, if we depend only on our ‘changing and seasonal love’ that is not dependable. But pleasantly the love that Paul talks about is not our love to sinners or Christ, it is the love of God towards us and towards sinners. 

When we consider the sacrificial, self giving love of Christ towards us, we cannot be lazy or indifferent about evangelism and soul winning. Jesus left all the glories of heaven and came to this sin sick, cursed world because of His eternal love for sinful man like me. 

He went to the cross of Calvary voluntarily and died in my place. This God deserves to be my Lord. He desires to be my Lord. He demands to be my Lord. (Please read vv: 14&15). This Lord and His love persuade me to go to the perishing millions and herald the Gospel of salvation to them. When we think of the cross we cannot remain silent. This love compels us to preach the Gospel and lead sinners to eternal salvation in Christ...
6:  Transformed Lives. V.17. 
One of the strongest motivating forces that compel us to be w missionary is the glorious change that happens to a sinner when he receives the life changing gospel. A tremendous transformation takes place, just like the ugly ‘caterpillar turns into a beautiful butterfly by metamorphosis”.  Paul writes in Verse 17, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone, and the new has come”.
The gospel we preach has power to turn a sinner to be a saint in Christ. He is transferred from hell to heaven. He is lifted from pit to paradise. His citizenship changes from earth to heaven. Satan relinquishes his ownership and Christ becomes the owner. He is no more the child of wrath but child of God. His nature is changed. His desires and habits are changed. He has become a new man. This is a glorious change.

Correctional centers cannot bring this change in a man. Law and the police cannot create a new nature in man. Gospel is the dynamite of God. Paul testified about the power of this gospel to change man. (Rom: 1:16, 1 Cor: 1:18). 
In the month of May 1972 the Lord took me to preach the Gospel in Tamei Town of Manipur West District. Over 2000 people gathered every night to listen to the Word of God. The Lord blessed His Word. Each night several people came forward at the invitation and gave their lives to Christ. On the final night, Sunday, there were heart warming, tremendous testimonies from those who surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ.
Before we started the Gospel Crusade, there were 11 liquor shop sin Tamei Town. By the end of the week all Liquor shops were closed. The liquor store owners committed their lives wholly to the Lord. They decided to take up other ‘clean businesses for their livelihood. Tamei Town rejoiced in the Lord. The presence of the Lord was felt in every home. Hundreds of lives were transformed by the power of the Gospel.

The district collector (deputy commissioner) of that district was Mr. Tuizar, a Thangkhul Naga from Ukhrul District of Manipur. He invited me and the gospel team to his home for dinner. Before the dinner, at the prayer time, Mr. Tuizar said to us, “You Gospel preachers are doing much better job than we the keepers of law and the police force do.
You have changed the face of Tamei in a week, which we could not do in many years.”

Hearing this commendation I replied to him, “Sir, we are not the ones who transformed the lives of these people. We cannot convert anyone. We cannot save any person from hell to heaven. We cannot change their nature. It is God who did this. It is the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. That is the life changing force. There is no power on earth like the Gospel”. 

Beloved, get excited to declare this Gospel to those who are living in sin and doomed to eternal hell. 

7: Commission from our Lord.  Vv.18-21. 
These verses tell that our appointment is from God. We are not called by man.
We are appointed as ambassadors for Christ. We are commissioned by the king of Kings and the Lord of lords. Ours is the highest vocation in the world. Though we live in this world, we are only pilgrims and strangers. We live on earth to speak for heaven.

 Our citizenship is in heaven. Our responsibility in the world is to guide sinners to heaven.

We are just like the ‘mile stones’ that we see all along the high ways. The duty of mile stones is to show the distance from one place to another. They are placed temporarily. These stones will not develop roots into the earth. They can be removed any time. Our responsibility to point out to people the way to heaven. We are not to develop roots into the world. We are to think of heaven and speak of heaven to others. 
We are entrusted with the message and ministry of reconciliation. Man has rebelled against God. He has become the enemy of God, because of Satan. Jesus has come into the world as the true mediator between holy God and sinful man. We, the church of Jesus Christ, are asked to carry this message of peace to the ends of the earth. Christ alone is the remedy for all conflicts in this world. The Gospel of Christ brings peace between God and man. This Gospel brings peace in the soul, in families, in society, in the nation and in the world. 
United Nations cannot bring lasting peace among the nations. Religions cannot bring peace in the heart of man. Philosophies, education and wealth cannot bring peace between man and God. Jesus alone is the way for peace. He gives peace between man and God for eternity. (Rom: 5:1). He gives perfect peace in our hearts in this troubled world. (John: 14:27). He gives perfect rest in our souls when we lay all our burdens upon Him. (Matt: 11:28). This is the blessed message we have for all those who are living without peace, with out joy and with out hope.
Beloved, let us get excited to witness for our Savior and Lord. Let us spend our energy, time and resources to spread this glorious message to all those who have not heard it. Persecutions are temporary. Oppositions will not last long. Let us not slow down because of physical sufferings and pains. Let us follow the pattern laid by Apostle Paul in remaining steadfast for God and His Church. Let us commit our lives to continue the life of dynamic witness for our Lord. Brethren, let us not quit. Let us press on. Victory is sure. We will win souls for Christ from every tribe and tongue. We will all sing together for ever the song of victory through the Lamb of God who gave Himself for us. (Rev: 7:9, 10). Hallelujah! Praise is to His mighty Name!

