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PASSERBY OR PARTICIPATORS? (Missionary Message)

“Is it nothing to you all you pass by? Behold and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, which has been brought on me, which the Lord has afflicted in the day of His fierce anger.”  Lam: 1:12
“Now by chance a certain Priest came down that road. And when he saw him he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite when he arrived at that place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side”. Luk: 10:31, 32.

It is said that 80% of Christians are only spectators and only 20% is participating in evangelization. Among those 20%, only 2% only is actively and personally sharing the gospel to others. The other 18% is satisfied by giving some money for evangelism. The world still waits and there are millions who never heard the Gospel of Christ because of this apathy and indifference of the people of God. 
I was watching a soccer game (Indian Foot ball) in Calcutta. Over a million people were in the stadium watching the 22 players in the field. I was fascinated when I observed the spectators in the stadium. Almost all of them were screaming and many were even shouting suggestions and instructions to the players. Many were criticizing the players who made a wrong move or pass. Some of these spectators were elderly and unable even to walk properly. Some had even come on their wheel chairs and some had their crutches. But they were shouting advices and criticisms. 

From that scene I saw a picture of the modern churches in relation to evangelism and soul winning. We see millions of spectators and very few participators in the mission fields. “Harvest is plenty but the laborers are few” Jesus said when he watched the multitude. 
Jeremiah the prophet saw the utter destruction of the city of Jerusalem and the temple. He saw the people of God in deep desolation and despair. Then he penned the book called Lamentations that has 5 chapters. Each chapter is a poem describing the pain and agony God gave to him about the people of God. Chapter 1:12 & 13 is a summarized statement of his weeping. This sadness is stated again by Jeremiah in Jer: 8: 20-9:1. He saw many ‘passerby’ who were indifferent and insensitive. They could have stopped and helped. They did not. They did not like to get ‘involved’. They were not ready to be ‘participators’ in the work of God.

In the story of the ‘good Samaritan’ (Luk: 10:30-37) we see a helpless man who was half dead and left in the road by the robbers who assaulted him.  A priest came by that way and saw this dying man. But he ‘passed by the other side’. Then a Levite came that way. When he saw the groaning man, ‘he passed by the other side’. The priest and the Levite were chosen people of God to serve and comfort the people of God. But both of them passed by without getting involved. 
“Is this nothing to you that pass by?” is the sobbing question that comes to you beloved, from the untold millions who are still in the darkness of sin and Satan. The Macedonian cry is coming to you and me from those helpless and hopeless souls “Come over and help us”. (Acts: 16:9)

I was watching TV news on January 5, 2010. I saw a police inspector laid bleeding and crying on the road at Tirunelveli after he was attacked by some unknown criminals with bomb, rods and knives. He groaned in pain and cried for help. I saw at least 20 people standing by the road side and watching him. None of them came forward to help and take him immediately to hospital. There were two politicians, state ministers, among them. They had the resources to save this dying police officer. They did not provide their vehicles to carry him to the hospital. I saw the agonizing man bleeding to death, just because nobody cared. Nobody liked to get involved. All were spectators. Nobody participated in saving this dying man.  I will never for get this tragic scene. It will remain before my eyes for years.
In this message dearly beloved, I am trying to plead with each of you, to get involved in saving souls that are dying and damned to eternal hell. I am requesting you, do not remain as spectators , but be participators in evangelization of the world by going where God calls you and giving what God asks you to give. Do not be a passer by. Please be a participator. 
With this passion in my heart, let me put this cry, “Is it nothing to you that pass by” in the mouths of three categories of people who are waiting for your help. My prayer to God is that this message will open your eyes, break your heart and then compel you for action. Let this message sink in to your heart and waken you from the slumber and force you to leave your ‘comfort zone’ and sacrificially get involved in Christian Missions.

1: Those who did not get a chance to hear the Gospel of Christ ask, “Is it nothing to you that pass by?”
I heard of a gospel preacher meeting a woman crying at the bank of river Ganges. She had just thrown her infant baby girl into the river, in hope of getting a boy in the next delivery. This she did at the advice of her priest. The evangelist shared with her the gospel and she was gloriously saved. Then the woman with a painful sobbing asked the preacher, “ O, servant of God, why have you not come at least 2 hours before to share with me the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Where is my baby girl now? She is gone for ever. If you had come an hour before, I would not have cast her into the river”. The evangelist had no an answer to give.
I met a blind boy of 15 years on the Thumukkunda hills of Andhra Pradesh. He had become blind because of a superstition. When he was 10 years old, he got a severe head ache. His grandfather took him to a fire place and pierced his temple with a red hot iron rod. From that time this boy had become blind. I share the gospel to him. He received his spiritual sight by receiving Christ as savior. I will never forget his words to me, “Preacher, if you had come to my village five years ago, I would not become blind. My priest and all the villages would have accepted Christ. Many of my people died in superstition. I am so sorry for them.”
Brother, there are villages and people who live under the fear of Satan and they are bound by spiritual darkness and superstitions. I saw one middle aged man walking bare foot on broken glass in bleeding profusely. He was seeking forgiveness of sins by torturing his body. I saw another man in Palani Temple, Tamilnadu, piercing his check with a sharp knife. The knife had entered from one side and came out on the other side. He was bleeding. He could not speak. Some one had told him that such kind of penance he would get ‘moksha’ (salvation).
 The Maram people of Manipur State force the pregnant women to go to the forest for the delivery. The helpless women give birth to babies without any human help. If a bad ‘omen’ is noticed by the priest, she has to abandon the female baby and allow the precious child to die. 
 In Pennar river of Andhra Pradesh, I saw pyramids of sand on them I saw food items like milk, banana, oranges, rice and Sweets. I asked my pastor friend Devadanam, “What is the meaning of these heaps of sand and also the eatable things on them?”   The pastor replied, “The people in this area believe that the people when they die, their departed spirits will come back to eat and drink the things they liked in their life time. So their relatives place these items on the graves of sand.” Then I became more puzzled and asked him, “But I see birds and dogs coming and eating these food items. And when the flood comes all these bodies will be flown away in the current of the water.” To this the pastor answered, “This particular community believes that the spirits of the departed will come in the form of birds and animals and will eat and drink the food that is kept on their grave. When the flood comes, their bodies will be taken away by the water which is one of their goddesses”.

Beloved, the animists, the precious people living in fear of Satan and darkness of superstition are asking you today, “Is it nothing to you that pass by? Our forefathers died in sin and they have gone to eternal hell. You say that you have the true good news of salvation. Then why are you not coming and telling us that story? Why are you not sending evangelists with the good news? How long shall we wait? How many more should die in their sin before our people get a chance to hear the Gospel?”
Narayan Paul was working in Hindustan Motors as an officer. He had good salary and comfortable life. But he read about the Saura tribe living in Srikakulam and its surrounding hills. They had never heard the Gospel. They were spirit worshippers. People were dying with malaria. Medical facilities were not available. Heart of Narayan Paul was broken when he heard of this precious people living in darkness and dying without hope. With his newly married wife Grace, Narayan Paul resigned his job and went to live among the Sauras. For 13 years he labored and his health became so bad with malaria, stomach disorders and breathing problems. People labeled him as a fool. But after 13 years, God rewarded him with 26 new converts from the Saura people. They were baptized. The Lord began to give him increasing harvest of souls. In 1992 when I went to the hills of the Sauras with Brother Narayan Paul, God had given him more than 4000 believers and there were 25 new church gatherings worshipping the Lord.  
Brethren, please listen to the cries of the nations that have not heard the Gospel. Please respond and dedicate your life and resources to pull them out of darkness to the light of Jesus Christ, the only hope of the dying world.

2: The new believers (converts) in the mission fields are asking you to day, “Is it nothing to you that pass by?”
God has graciously used me to carry the gospel to some of the un- reached people groups living in some most difficult places of India. Many of the young converts are pleading with me to support them and send them for Bible Training. Many believers are unable to purchase Bibles. They are asking for God’s word and also gospel booklets, Gospel tracts and Christian literature. 
New Christians in many places are very poor and they are unable to construct church buildings. They are looking to us for help to buy the lands and build places of worship.

One of the greatest and urgent needs is to provide burial grounds (cemetery) for them.

The non- Christians ridicule these believers and make things difficult for them when they do not have a place of worship and a place of burial for their dead. These are the most basic needs. I know of hundreds of places in India where God’s people are gathering for worship each Sunday, under the shade of a tree or isolated locations in the forests. I have seen hundreds of churches that gather for worship at night without proper lighting system and they do not have even a petromax.
Do they have no right to get a better building and a cemetery to bury their dead? Don’t they deserve to get at least a copy of the Bible?  After a preaching in Rajapalem of Cuddapah district, I saw more than 100 souls coming to the Lord, openly declaring their faith in Christ. When I was about to leave them, every one of them asked me for a copy of the Bible in Telugu Language. I had only five. My heart pained when I left that place unable to provide Bibles for 95 new babes in Christ.  In Narsaramiahpalli there were more than 200 Christians. But they did not have a pastor or preacher to feed them or lead them. Earnestly they pleaded with me, when I was about to leave, “Can you please send one teacher of the Bible to live among as and raise us up in God’s ways?” I could not answer them “Yes”.  I left that place wiping my tears and bearing the pain of my deep emotion.
Beloved brothers and sisters, God has blessed you with many resources. Please do not misuse them. Please do not waste them with an extravagant life style. Please give them freely and without any reservation for the salvation of souls and training of new converts.

Please respond to this cry and start supporting a student in a Bible College. Please send your money to buy Bibles or build a worship place. God may be calling you, dear brother, to be a missionary among the unreached people groups. Please obey that call.

God may want you to resign your present job and go as a teacher of the Bible in newly evangelized areas. Will you obey the call of God? You may be a doctor or a nurse. Will you surrender your life to go and serve the Lord and His church where ever God leads you? Please do not remain as a ‘passerby’. Please be a ‘participator’. Please get involved. 
3: Missionaries, Mission Boards, Mission projects, Church planters and Mission agencies are asking you, “Is it nothing to you that pass by?”
I know some mission leaders who do not have a jeep or motor cycle to travel distant and difficult places. I know pastors and church planters who are walking on foot to more than 2 villages on Sundays to lead the worship and preach. How easier and faster it will be for them if we could buy a scooter or bi-cycle for them?  I know mission agencies who want to equip the missionaries with medicines, clothes, books and other resources that will make them more effective in the ministry.  I know of village preachers and church planters waiting in line for years to get the very basic tools like jungle boots, sleeping bags, portable tents and flash lights for their gospel journeys. Mission leaders have approached me many times to help them with ‘short term Bible training’ for their pioneer missionaries and pastors who never had an opportunity for any formal Bible training. 

In many lands including India, there is a prohibition for open evangelism and public preaching. In such places the only way to reach tribes and tongues would be by picking up carefully and training young lives for the future. Orphanages and children homes are proving already as one of the best methods to produce missionaries. There are 24 tribes in Arunachal Pradesh. Out of them about 14 tribes have heard the Gospel there are ten tribes waiting for the Gospel. God has given me the burden to seek orphans and destitute from among them and then send they back as missionaries and church planters in few years. Because this strategy was launched in 1980, there are few missionaries already serving the Lord in Arunachal Pradesh. 

60% of countries in the world do not permit western missionaries to enter and evangelize their people. The only option is to train our own national missionaries, equip them and send them to the fields.  We cannot depend on foreign financial support indefinitely. Restrictions are on the increase. Therefore, we must find ways and means to make our native missionaries ‘self supporting’, truly indigenous. For this it is high time to teach them a trade or purchase for them a cow, a goat, a buffalo or pig for them to rear, multiply and generate an income for their monthly expenses of food, clothing and ministry. For this initial cost (capital) is required.  Beloved, this is where your importance comes in. Please do a research or ask a well informed missionary about helping these projects when the opportunity is calling you and doors are open.
Queen Esther could have remained as a ‘spectator’ and allow thousands of Jews be killed at the evil plotting of Haman. But Mordecai warned her, “If you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your fathers’ house will perish.  Yet who knows you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther: 4: 14-16). God raise Esther to a powerful and influential position. She was the only person who could intervene, mediate and change the verdict of the king that he passed to kill the Jews. 
At first Esther hesitated because her life also would be in danger if the king gets angry. But by the words of her uncle Mordecai, Esther became convinced that she cannot be just as spectator and allow Jews die. She decided to get involved. She took a determination to be a ‘participator’ in the salvation of the Jews.  Shed took the risk saying, “If I perish, I perish” and went to the king to plead for her people, the Jews. 

Brothers and sisters, when you get involved in evangelization of people in most difficult places, dangers may come. Risks may be many. We see signs of increasing persecution also in our land, against Christians and missionaries.  But do not be a spectator. 

I could have remained a spectator. I could have passed by indifferently. But God in His grace allowed me to get involved deeply in His glorious service. I thank Him for that as long as I live.

It was hard to resign my secular job. It was humanly foolish to take up a life style which is so simple, giving up many legitimate rights and wants of day to day life. It looked absurd to shiver the whole night in forests and walk many miles on difficult mountains.People tried to discourage me from taking orphans when I and my wife did not have enough to east and we did not have good clothes to wear. 

In a place called Leijangphai of the Simte tribe in Manipur, because of severe cold in the night I had to spend that night with out sleep and shivered till the morning. I longed for the good bed in my home in Churachandpur and the warm blankets there. For a moment I regretted this life style and murmured to God. But the Lord rebuked me immediately by reminding me the pleading question of the unsaved “Is it nothing to you that pass by?”

After 3 days walk on the hills, I reached “Magulong” village of the Zemei Naga people in North Manipur. It was 8PM. I was hungry. I was tired. I had a severe head ache. I planned to have a bath, take some medicines, and eat food and go to sleep.  But without consulting me and getting my consent, the village leaders decided to hold the public meeting and they rang the bell to gather the crowd. One of them came to me and said, “Preacher, please come and preach. People are waiting”. I was very much upset and agitated in my mind. I thought myself, “Am I a machine like typewriter to start functioning the press of a button? Do they not know I am tired? Have I no right for food?
Have I no right for a bath? Have I no right to rest and sleep? I will not preach.” But I got up and looked outside opening the sliding bamboo window the house. To my amazement, there were more than 1000 people sitting in the terrible cold of the winter, with charcoal fire in metal buckets, under dim light of the fire place nearby and they were waiting for someone to come and tell them the Gospel of forgiveness and salvation.

God rebuked me. “Are you concerned about your hunger, head ache and comfort more than the fate of these people without God?”  I was also rebuked by the question that came to my mind, the cry from the people, “Is it nothing to you that pass by?”  “You are like that Priest. You are no better than the Levite”- God scolded me in my heart.  Then I remembered the story of the Good Samaritan who got down from the animal, nursed the wounds of the helpless man and took care of him. I did also remember the rebuke of Mordecai to Queen Esther. Above all that, God showed me the coming down of the Son of God in search of the fallen humanity. He was born in a manger in Bethlehem. He lived as a man of sorrow and pain. Finally He went to the cross of Calvary for my sins. He was crucified on three rusty nails of the Roman Empire. “He gave his life for me. How can I be silent? How can I be insensitive?” I rebuked myself. 
Then I took my Bible and went out with a broken heart, in all weakness, yet with the power of God. God gave me words to preach. I spoke on ‘Zacceus’ and his salvation. God blessed the Word. After the sermon, I gave the invitation to respond to the call of Christ. To my great joy, more than 400 people stood up in tears and came forward to receive Jesus as their Savior and Lord.  The counseling went late into the night.We all rejoiced beyond words at this miracle of salvation that took place that night.

Late at night, about 11PM, my host told me that my food is ready. But surprise again! I was no more hungry. My head ache was gone. I was ‘on wings’ of heavenly joy and satisfaction. The joy of the Lord was my strength. I will remember this incident as long as I live.

Beloved, here is my plea to you this day. Lift up your heads and look to the unevangelized tribes and tongues. Look at the new converts in the mission fields. Look at the missionaries that are serving God in the most difficult places. Please listen to the cries of all these people, “Is it nothing to you that pass by?” 
Please respond to that call and say, “I do care. I will get involved. I will participate in active witnessing to the lost. I will go where God wants me to go as a missionary. I will invest my resources to provide the needs of new converts and missionaries. I will live a frugal life style. I will save all what I can and will use all that saving for missionary efforts. I will be careful about my shopping. I will not be a victim of shopping spree. I will buy only what I need. I will learn to live on the lowest minimum. I will be active participator for the expansion of God’s Kingdom. O, God help me”.

