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SATISFACTION OF A SERVANT OF GOD.

“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry”. (1Tim:1:12).

“Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart”. (2Cor: 4:1)

“ Rise and stand on your feet ; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you” .(Acts:26: 16)

“ Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things than those which the prophets  and Moses said would come- that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the GENTILES”. (Acts: 26: 22, 23)

“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” (Acts: 26:19.

Apostle Paul testified in the above and in several other verses that he became a minister of the Gospel because He was ‘made a minister’ by Christ. He was not a ready volunteer for the service of God. He was forced into it by Christ. But now he is very much excited. Though he faced many oppositions from within the church and attacks from without Apostle Paul was steadfast in the ministry and continued to preach the ‘message of the cross’ , not deviating to the right or left.  (Acts: 26:23, 1 Cor: 15:3, 4, 1:18, Gal: 6:14).

In Colossians 1: 21-29 Paul lists 8 reasons for this kind of excitement and satisfaction in serving Christ and His Church. Let us examine this scripture to explore the secrets.

1: SOURCE OF THE MINISTRY-GOD. vv: 23, 25.
 In these verses Paul says that he 'became’ a minister because ‘he was called’ and ‘he was made’ a minister. In 1 Cor: 3: 5&6 Paul testified, “Our sufficiency is of God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant”. He says in Gal: 1:15, “It pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me through His Grace”. The source of his ministry was God. He was confident of three things: i: Divine Calling. ii: Divine Office. iii: Divine enablement. Paul was persuaded by Christ and forced into the ministry. 
Bible speaks of mighty men of God who were not willing to become the servants of God initially. But God forced them into it. They obeyed. They became mighty warriors for the Lord. Moses, Gedeon, Jeremiah and John Knox are but few such examples. 

When the battle rages, persecution increase, winds strong and waves high, friends turn foes, the one thing that will give you stick-ability and stability in the service of Christ, dear brother, is the assurance of God’s call. It is the knowledge that you are appointed by the king of Kings and the Lord of Lords. It is the privilege that you are the ambassador of Jesus Christ, your savior and Lord. It is the assurance that “He who called me is faithful” and He will stand with me when all others leave me. (1 Tim: 4:17). He will walk with me and give me triumph even “when I pass through the valley of the shadow of death”. (Psalm: 23: 4. 2 Tim: 4:6-8). 

2: SPIRIT OF THE MINISTRY: “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you...” (v: 24)
When we serve God in the will of God, with the assurance of His calling, with the word of God as weapon and with the Spirit of God as our power, we can rejoice like Paul and Silas in the Jail. (Acts: 16). The Apostles were beaten for their witness by the religious fanatics of the day. The Apostles, “departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His sake” (Acts: 5:41)
Many soldiers of Christ are discouraged, broken hearted, defeated and retreat because of the ‘manifold’ obstacles and oppositions in the ministry. Many church planters are tempted to ‘quit’ from the mission field when souls are not saved. Brother, reflect on your calling, focus on your mission, concentrate on the face of the Master and continue your labor. This will enable you to rejoice even at the darkest hours of life.

3: SUFFERING OF THE MINISTRY: “ I now rejoice in my sufferings for you and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the Church”.(v:24). Paul knew that sufferings for Christ and His Church are a great privilege. (Phil: 1:29). 
Does this verse mean that the sufferings of Christ were insufficient for the full redemption of the Church? No. Here is the meaning:-
The world is aiming the attacks against Jesus Christ. But He is not here on earth to receive it. These blows, stoning, mockery, reproach and persecution fall upon the servants of God. In this sense we are the people who get the stones and blows for the sake of Christ and His Church. Therefore, let us thank God because we are here on earth privileged to suffer for the Church’s sake. 
Apostle Paul lists the sufferings and reproach he had to undergo for the sake of the Church. (2 Cor: 11). Church is the masterpiece of God. Church is the most beautiful institution in the world- it has people from all colors. Church is the largest institution in the world- it has people from every tongue and tribe. Church is the strongest institution in the world- because Christ is its foundation. Church is the only permanent institution – when all other kingdoms crumble, church of God will remain for ever. Church is the most precious institution- Christ shed His precious blood and gave His life for the Church. Let us rejoice and be proud of serving the Lord and His glorious Church.

4: SCOPE OF THE MINISTRY: “to fulfill the Word of God, the mystery which had been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; Which is Christ in you the hope of glory.”(V: 25, 26, 27.)
The mystery is that the Gentiles also should become part of the body of Christ. (Eph: 3:1-7). Gospel is not for Jews only, but for Gentiles too. This was a mystery, not revealed earlier. But now through the blood of Christ Jews and Gentiles can be saved and become members of the body of Christ. This scope is vast and great. (Gal: 3:27, 28). Through the broken body of Christ, the wall of partition between Jews and Gentiles is for ever cancelled. Now Gentiles also can be citizens of the Kingdom of God (Eph: 2:11-13.)
Because this mystery is revealed to us, we should carry the Gospel to the ends of the earth, to every nation, every tongue and every tribe. (Matt: 24:14, 28: 18-20, Rev: 7:9-12.)
Brother, we have the largest market for the Gospel. There are chosen people in every tongue and tribe. Only Jews were in that “fold”, the disciple thought. But Jesus declared that there are other sheep that are not of this field and our duty is to bring them in. (John: 10:16). With the Word of God and in the power of the Holy Spirit we are commanded to go to “Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and utter most parts of the earth” (Acts: 1:8). “The world is our parish” brother. So let us not slow down. Let us seek for one more tribe, one more tongue, one more nation, one more village and one more city.
This ‘scope’ inspires Paul not to quit, for he says his desire is to “fulfill the Word of God”. (V: 25). Paul had always a sense to complete the ministry what God entrusted to him- to carry the Gospel where the name of Christ was never heard. (Rom: 15:20). He was committed to complete the ministry, even though he had many oppositions, sufferings and confrontations. (Acts: 20:24, 27, 21:13). Brother, first of all please know the will of God in your life regarding the ministry God wants you to do. After knowing that, follow the example of ‘finishing the task and completing your race” just like Apostle Paul. (2 Tim: 4:6-8)
5: SUBJECT OF THE MINISTRY. “Christ in you the hope of glory”. (V: 27). This is the substance of the message we preach. Our lives are in decay because of sin and its curse. But Christ seeks to come in and dwell in our hearts (Rev: 3:20, Eph: 3:17). The indwelling of Christ in our hearts defeats the decay and corruption and He changes us from glory to glory. He cancels the penalty of our sin. He gives us victory over the power of sin in us. He removes the presence of sin, ultimately.

We will be glorified at the coming of our Savior and Lord. This is the theme we have to preach in our ministry. Transformation of filthy sinner to be saint in Christ. Lifting (promotion) of the condemned sinner from pit to paradise, from hell to heaven. The glorification of decaying human beings by the resurrection of Christ.  Brother, our good news is unique. There is no other gospel like this. Preach it my friend. Do not be silent. Get excited.
6: STYLE OF THE MINISTRY: “Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man perfect in Christ Jesus”. (v: 28). Our ministry has two sides, one is negative and one is positive. “Warning” is the one side. “Teaching” is the other side. In other words, preachers of the Gospel must preach against sin, about judgment, about repentance and about contrition with a broken heart. 
When people truly repent, we should preach them about the cross, about the love of Christ and about believing (faith) in Jesus Christ. “Repent and believe” are the two sides of the same coin in regeneration or new birth in Christ. True faith is permeated by repentance and true repentance is permeated by faith. One with out the other is just ‘intellectual knowledge’ and that cannot take anybody to the kingdom of God. Many people profess faith in Christ. But we do not see any change or transformation in their lives. That is just because they have not repented of their sin. As preachers our responsibility is to preach against sin, backsliding, judgment and hell.  Brother let us preach the full gospel.
In building the Church of Jesus Christ, first of all we are to dig down deep and destroy every unbiblical tradition, rituals, customs and practices. (Jer: 1:10). We are to remove the rubbish (Neh: 4:10) and then only start building the foundation.  Any lives built on ‘rubbish’ will fall down. Any church built on ‘rubbish’ will displease God. Let us be like Nehemiah who had the weapon in one hand against the enemy and build with the other hand. Let us war against sin and then build in prayer and Biblical principles. Let us destroy the rubbish and build the wall.
7: SUM OF THE MINISTRY.  The climax of our ministry is not just getting people raise their hands and go back with a ‘head count’ of born again people. Our ministry is to disciple them “that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus” (v: 28b). This does not mean that we can bring them to a stage of sinless perfection. (1John:1:8). That perfection comes only when we are glorified and our sin nature is removed. But here the meaning is that we should strive to see them grow into maturity. (Col: 2:10, 4:12-16).

Servants of God get the satisfaction we raise disciples into maturity. Pastoral ministry is harder than ministry of evangelist. Apostle Paul wrote, “My little children for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you” (Gal: 4:19). Servant of God should be like a mother who looks after the child into full grown stage.  This is hard. It takes time.

It takes many tears. God is looking for such servants in His Church.

8: STRENGTH OF THE MINISTRY: 
Paul often confessed his weakness, inadequacy and fear in the service of God. But he took courage every time to continue and complete the task  saying, “ To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily” (v:29). 
This power is the strengthening of the Holy Spirit. Paul testified, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”. (Phil: 4:13).
 In spite of his weakness he was shining bright as a minister of the Gospel, “according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power” (Eph: 3:7). Paul confessed his inadequacy. He did not want to preach in human wisdom and eloquence. He sincerely desired to minister the Word of God in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. So he wrote to Corinthians, “I was with you in weakness, in fear and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in the demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (1 Cor: 2: 3, 4)
O, servants of the most high, cease depending on your worldly wisdom, oratory, eloquence, degrees and experience. Be filled with His Spirit and do the service for Him joyfully.  Join me in thanking God for calling us into His glorious ministry.  Let us rejoice in full satisfaction that the Grace of God sustained us thus far and that He will enable us to finish the race well.

